
Comments about the Youth Media Project: Student Town 
Meetings  
 
“The student town meeting approach is an effective method for prompting student to select topics that 
interest them, for motivating them to conduct in-depth research, for giving them the courage to discuss 
complex issues and topics face-to-face with the experts, and for affording them the opportunity to express 
their thoughts on issues of local and national importance.  The fact that thousands of others in a local and 
regional community can then hear what they think on the radio, sends the message to young people that 
they, as high school students preparing for college and work, can make a difference, and that others are 
interested in their point of view.  This prepares young people as critical thinkers and leaders in a complex 
and challenging world.” 
 
Richard P. Mills 
Panelist 
Commissioner of Education, NYS Education Department 
Albany N.Y. - June 2004 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
 “…people, especially of political importance or higher political position, do not wish to listen to the 
younger citizens who do not yet have the right to vote.  This is definitely a plus for WAMC, a place where 
youth can speak their mind without being muffled by the media ‘rules’. I would like to thank you for 
allowing us to visit your station.  It was a great experience…I hope to come again for any other special 
events happening there.” 
 
12th Grade Participation in Government Student 
Duanesburg Central High School 
Delanson, N.Y. 
October 2005  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“What really sold me on the program was the fact that its objectives are a perfect fit with the required 
Participation in Government course.  In fact, the Youth Media Project offers students exactly the type of 
experience they should be having as a part of this course.  Students researched an important issue, 
discovered its relevance, formulated their own written position statements, and were able to participate in 
an exciting and meaningful culminating activity. Several students commented to me during the process that 
they were the ones who were educating their friends and relatives on this issue.  Through the program, they 
actually took on the role of educating the wider community.  It was a unique experience for the students of 
Duanesburg, which is a small, rural school…we had a few of the students speak at a school board meeting 
about the (Youth Media) project.  Kelley explained the pro side (of the budget amendment), and Chad took 
the con side.  The school board members asked them some really tough questions and they handled them 
well.  It sparked an interesting discussion at the board meeting.  Thanks again for all your assistance.” 
 
Karen Kanarkiewicz 
Participation in Government Teacher - Duanesburg Central High School 
Delanson, N.Y.  - October 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“…I would like to express my support for the WAMC Town Meeting program.  I think it is a great way for 
kids in our area to voice their options that may not otherwise be heard.  It is also a great opportunity for 
kids to learn about different subjects that are important in our daily lives.  Students must know the issue 
inside and out, as they will have to discuss it on the radio.  I believe the WMAC Town meetings are very 
beneficial to Capital Region schools and communities and I hope they continue to be successful.” 
 
12th Grade Participation in Government Student - Duanesburg Central High School 



Delanson, N.Y. - October 2005  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 “I was most impressed with the professionalism and content of the entire session.  The students’ comments 
during the taping were thoughtful and insightful.  Having been part of the preparation from the beginning, I 
was amazed to see the exponential growth in their analysis, understanding and involvement.  In fact, the 
discussions continued among the students for days in Waterford’s classrooms and hallways…Through this 
project, the students actually participated in a democratic process rather than passively learning about it 
from a textbook, gaining confidence and pride along the way.  Participating in WAMC’s Youth Media 
Project has shown them that adults do take them seriously and respect their opinions. These students 
matured into young adults right before our eyes.” 

 
 John L. Polnak, Ph.D. 

Principal - Waterford-Halfmoon HS 
Waterford, N.Y. - January 2006 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
  
“As you know, business leaders in New York and around the country are pushing our schools to challenge 
students with higher standards, because we believe out kids will suffer later in life if we do not challenge 
them today.  No skill is more important for students that the ability to understand and asses complex issues.  
That’s precisely what they gain from programs such as WAMC’s Youth Media Project.  Thank you for 
adding the project to WAMC’s impressive record of public service.” 
 
Robert B. Ward 
Panelist 
Director of Research - The Business Council of New York State, Inc. 
Albany, N.Y. - December 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“It has been my good fortune to observe first hand the evolution of the students’ thinking process over the 
last two weeks (preparing for this program).  Their insights into the operation of state government and their 
understanding of a complex policy issue (well beyond a typical teaching unit) have grown 
considerably…Today’s program (10/12/05) widened your listening audience to include high school teens.  
I would not be surprised to learn over the coming months that this program has truly encouraged and 
motivated many of our students to reflect upon ‘American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights 
and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation (NYS Social Studies Learning 
Standard 5).’” 
 
Mark Villanti, Ed.D. 
Superintendent - Duanesburg Central School District 
Delanson, N.Y. - October 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“(Although) I frequently criticize media practices,…I also see myself as a media person who would love to 
see other stations follow your lead (with this project). Media literacy education should be a component in 
the curriculum at every school.  Broadcasters have some responsibility to educate their own audiences 
about media issues too.  …I hope that your funders recognize how innovative and needed educational 
programs like these are.” 
 
Danny Schechter,  
Panelist 
Independent filmmaker; author; editor, Mediachannel.org 
New York, N.Y. - February 28, 2006 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 



“…my classmates and I have learned a lot from it.  I think this program is great because it not only teaches 
young people about current issues, but it also has them act upon those issues.  It shows them issues that 
people don’t usually know about or learn about at all in life that can affect people every day.” 
 
12th Grade Participation in Government Student - Duanesburg Central High School 
Delanson, N.Y. - October 2005  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“Not only did (the students) gain a better understanding of the complexity of issues …. They gained a 
better understanding of the role of the media as a vehicle for communicating ideas and informing public 
opinion.  In many cases, it seemed the students also gained self-confidence as they asked and responded to 
questions and voiced their concerns ‘on the air’.” 
 
Nancy Nylen 
Panelist 
Associate Director - Center for Ecological Technology 
Pittsfield, MA - April, 2006 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“These students spent a lot of time preparing, researching, and writing as they developed their ideas.  
Participation in such a project truly accentuates what teachers are trying to teach in their classrooms.  This 
is a real life application of the listening, speaking, and writing skill that are so important.  They begin to 
realize their opinions do count.” 
 
Kelly Connor 
Participation in Government Teacher – Rensselaer High School 
Rensselaer, N.Y. – July 2006 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“The students from Duanesburg were extremely articulate and well informed. I wasn't surprised about this, 
but it was terrific to know that everyone listening to the station would hear them. I hope their excellent 
performance on the show will help to chip away at the mistaken view many adults have of young people;  
most young people are not inarticulate, self-involved, or ill-informed, at least, not any more so than we 
adults!” 
 
WAMC Listener 
Kingston, N.Y. – via e-mail- October 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“As a lawyer, I came prepared with a number of statutes so that I could explain to the students some of the 
intricacies (of the issue).  I needn’t have bothered!  Right off the bat one of the students opened the 
discussion with a succinct explanation of the legal issues.  (Te other panelist) and I added bit but the level 
of preparation of the students astounding.  Few adults have the grounding they had. 
 
In an era when so many people tune out because of the complexity of the issues and the risk of social 
conflict, this program teaches young people how to be citizens of a vibrant democracy. … you have turned 
them on to public affairs, connected their school work with the real world, encouraged citizen awareness 
and given them a taste o working not only amongst themselves but with others who address the same issues 
I a professional capacity.  In every respect, it is a job well done. …My hat is off to you, the WAMC staff 
and the students and faculty of New Paltz Central High School.” 
 
Stephen Gottlieb 
Panelist 
Professor, Albany Law School 
May, 2006 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



 
“One of the things this project accomplishes is that we demonstrate that we care about what young people 
think.  At the same time, they prove to themselves, the school, community and your listening audience that 
they are worthy of the confidence we place in them…Almost every adult who talks with me about the 
programs expresses surprise at the fact that my students are so intelligent, articulate and caring.  Apparently 
they don’t think about young people in this way until young people demonstrate that they have these 
qualities…Somehow, the format brings out the best in many students…and, maybe that’s it, this is a unique 
opportunity that allows them to shine in unique ways.” 
 
Nick Coupas 
Participation in Government Teacher - Mohonasen Central High School 
Schenectady, N.Y.  – July, 2006 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“Thanks for all your great work.  I ran into several Mohonasen students at the Memorial Day parade and 
they couldn’t stop praising the power and importance of the Town Meeting for their education and growth.  
Kudos to you and all!” 
 
Ed Tick, Ph.D. 
Panelist 
Director, SANCTUARY INTERNATIONAL 
May, 2006  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“The students and teachers who have participated (in the Student Town Meeting) remain thrilled at their 
experience. Other students and teachers are eager to become involved. Another unseen benefit has been the 
blossoming interest in various aspects of broadcast journalism expressed by some students, and your staff’s 
openness and desire to share their knowledge.” 
 
Edward E. Balaban 
Secondary Principal - Hoosick Falls Central School 
Hoosick Falls N.Y. - December 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
 “I have long been interested in starting a forum for informal discussions on diversity for students within 
my assigned school district(s)….  After listening to today's (08/25/05) Speaker's Corner, it occurred to me 
that my  students listening to other students discuss these issues with your  learned panel at a student town 
meeting would make a great starting place, allowing some of my students to more comfortably open up 
about their  experiences.” 
  
School Resource Officer 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. - via e-mail 
August 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“Thanks Maryanne for working with us.  You were a Great Big help and I will never forget this experience 
and opportunity you gave us. “ 
 
Student – High School Junior 
Liberty Partnership Summer 2005 Public Policy Internship Program 
August 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“…One of the best antidotes to such stereotyping is public dialogue. Such dialogue allows people to speak 
in their own voices about who they are and how they see themselves represented by others. In our broadcast 
we heard many such voices raised… the voices of young people of color... It is a great service to our 



community that questions of this sort are publicly examined. These questions can be examined because 
WAMC offers its airwaves as a commons where society-members are allowed to speak. That kind of 
openness to community opinion sends out a wonderfully inclusive and empowering message…that is 
especially important for young people to hear. I applaud you for reaching out to that vital segment of our 
community via the Youth Media Project – a project that I hope will continue to thrive.” 
 
William Husson 
Panelist 
Professor, Department of Communication 
University at Albany - September 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“…This Town Meeting was more than a radio segment – it was truly ‘food for thought.’  I truly believe this 
Town Meeting will change the thinking of its hearers.  Maryanne Malecki did a great job… (challenging) 
the students to develop a constructive argument and they gained a great deal of confidence from that 
experience. This project was …of great benefit to the Liberty Partnership Program (and) the community…“ 
 
Candi Griffin 
Program Coordinator 
Liberty Partnership Program, Center for Women in Government & Civil Society 
University at Albany - August 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“Clearly, anticipating the radio show (taping) focused (the students) as they researched and thought about 
the subject.  Their preparatory work gave them an impressive grasp of the subject matter and grace in 
presenting their ideas in front of the microphones.  …It was obvious from talking to them, and I work with 
this age group regularly, that they had a rare experience through your program. 
 
Since serving in the army in Vietnam, Japan, Korea and Alaska, I have spent the rest of my life trying to 
understand wars’ role in society and then what that means I need to do.  Looking at the questions that were 
posed to these students to research in preparation for this program, my reaction was: I wish someone had 
posed those to me 30 years ago.” 
 
Elliott D.S. Adams 
Panelist 
Nonviolence Training Coordinator, Veterans for Peace 
Sharon Springs N.Y. - May 2006 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“So much that is positive has come from our (participating in the) Student Town Meeting.   The (school 
district) superintendent asked me to make a special presentation to the board of education…, we had 
coverage in the local papers, and I will be writing a “Media Literacy Curriculum” … for inclusion in the 
regular curricula.  The board was very responsive…they made really wonderful comments to the kids who 
did the presentation…and a letter of commendation (for me).  Thanks again.” 
 
Donna Bryan 
English teacher 
Coxsackie-Athens High School 
Coxsackie N.Y. - April 2006 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“Students gained a tremendous amount of knowledge, not only on the subject they were researching but 
also on the overall work and preparation that goes into a radio program.   
 
This type of project really utilizes their higher level of critical thinking.  Students are required to analyze 
and interpret information, and then apply that information to real life situations.  They are able to sharpen 



their writing, research and communication skills.  The seniors felt that their opinions mattered and were 
grateful for the educational experience. …It is an excellent way for students to incorporate classroom 
learning with the world of work.” 
 
Jennifer McDonald 
Participation in Government teacher 
Hoosick Falls Central High School  
Hoosick Falls, N.Y. - January 2006 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“… I have heard from many people who listened to the program and who had very positive things to say 
about the discussion…Based on this feedback and my own very positive experience, I would hope that you 
would continue to secure funding to support this clearly worthwhile program…My continued thanks for the 
varied and high quality programming provided by WAMC…” 
 
Blue Carreker 
Panelist 
Vice President, Public Affairs and Marketing & Panelist 
Upper Hudson Planned Parenthood  
Albany N.Y. -December 2005 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“The Student Town Meeting is education at its best.  It encourages a proactive approach to learning and a 
more personal engagement with the material.  My…students’ participation in two productions has provided 
valuable learning experiences that they will not soon forget.  They never had to ask the questions: ‘Why do 
we have to learn this?  When will we use this in life?’  They were able to use academic content and apply it 
to real world experiences.  And that is what education is about.” 
 
Nancy Moscheo 
English teacher, Albany High School 
Albany, N.Y. - June 2004 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“It has been almost three months since my students and I participated in the WAMC Student Town 
Meeting…and I am still getting positive feedback about the event from the kids and from NPR listeners.  I 
know it meant a lot to me, and I believe that it had a profound effect on the students.  Thank you so much 
for inviting us.” 
 
Fred Isseks 
Media Teacher, Middletown High School 
Middletown, N.Y. - June 2004 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
 


