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HELLO, AND WELCOME TO WAMC’S YOUTH MEDIA PROJECT: STUDENT TOWN MEETINGS.  I’M DAVID GUISTINA, HERE AT THE LINDA NORRIS AUDITORIUM IN ALBANY, NY, WITH MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNICATIONS & PERFORMING ARTS EXPLORATIONS PROGRAM FROM ALBANY HIGH SCHOOL IN ALBANY COUNTY.  

OUR DISCUSSION TODAY WILL FOCUS ON THE EFFECTS OF TEACHER EXPECTATIONS AND ATTITUDES ON THE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF YOUNG PEOPLE.  STUDENTS, IT’S GREAT TO HAVE YOU HERE – WELCOME TO THE PROGRAM.
     
WAMC’S YOUTH MEDIA PROJECT IS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH FUNDING FROM THE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION OF AMERICA, THE HOWARD & BUSH FOUNDATION, CARL E. TOUHEY, JACK & CONNIE HUME, AND THE TEN EYCK GROUP INSURANCE AGENTS CENTENNIAL AWARD.   YOU CAN LISTEN ANYTIME TO THE RECORDED STUDENT TOWN MEETINGS ON-LINE AT WWW.WAMCSTUDENTTOWNMEETINGS.ORG.
JOINING US ON THE PANEL TODAY IS ALBANY HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER WARD DALES, WHO COORDINATES THE COMMUNICATIONS & PERFORMING ARTS EXPLORATIONS PROGRAM, AND UALBANY PROFESSOR STACY WILLIAMS.  STACY IS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY.  HER RESEARCH FOCUSES ON ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS THAT AFFECT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT FOR AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDENTS.  WARD & STACY, THANKS FOR BEING HERE. 

STUDENTS, I’VE INTRODUCED OUR ADULT PANELISTS – NOW I’D LIKE OUR LISTENERS TO HEAR YOUR VOICES -- COULD EACH OF YOU PLEASE INTRODUCE YOURSELVES AND GIVE US SOME INFORMATION ABOUT WHO YOU ARE. 

RASHAWN – I NOTICE THAT YOU’RE THE ONLY YOUNG MAN ON OUR PANEL TODAY – LET’S START WITH YOU. 
.……………………………………………………………

THANKS EVERYONE.
IN AN EFFORT TO REDUCE & PREVENT CRIME, LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES EMPLOY WHAT’S BECOME KNOWN AS “PROFILING” – DETERMINING POTENTIAL BEHAVIOR BASED ON A SET OF CHARACTERISTICS.   THIS IDEA OF PRE-DETERMINED BEHAVIOR & PERFORMANCE WOULD SEEM OUT OF PLACE IN THE CLASSROOM, WHERE WE WOULD LIKE TO BELIEVE EVERYONE IS EXPECTED TO “LIVE UP TO THEIR POTENTIAL”.  YET STUDIES WITHIN THE LAST FORTY YEARS HAVE SHOWN THAT TEACHER EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS’ INTELLECTUAL CAPABILITY BASED ON RACE, GENDER, ETHNICITY, SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASS AND EVEN UNUSUAL NAMES “EVENTUALLY LEAD (STUDENTS) TO BEHAVE AND ACHIEVE IN WAYS THAT CONFIRM THOSE EXPECTATIONS.”  

WHICH LEADS US TO ASK:  “DOES A FORM OF PROFILING EXIST IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS?”

THERE IS, AS I MENTIONED, QUITE A BIT OF RESEARCH ON THIS TOPIC, BUT THE ONE THAT STARTED IT ALL IS A STUDY THAT’S KNOWN AS “PYGMALION IN THE CLASSROOM.”   RASHAWN, COULD YOU PLEASE EXPLAIN FOR OUR LISTENERS WHAT THAT STUDY IS ALL ABOUT?          (Rashawn will respond)


THANKS, RASHAWN.

I’D LIKE TO ASK THE REST OF YOU - HOW FAMILIAR DO YOU THINK MOST TEACHERS WORKING IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS TODAY ARE WITH THE RESULTS OF THAT STUDY? 

Follow up Questions: 
· What are some of the assumptions commonly held about various groups of students?
· Is stereotyping or “profiling” just part of human behavior?

· Is this response learned or innate?
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ID BREAK #1

     
YOU’RE LISTENING TO WAMC’S YOUTH MEDIA PROJECT: STUDENT TOWN MEETINGS.  I’M DAVID GUISTINA, IN THE STUDIO WITH MEMBERS OF THE SENIOR CLASS FROM ALBANY HIGH SCHOOL; THEIR TEACHER, WARD DALES; AND ASSISTANT PROFESSOR STACY WILLIAMS.   IF YOU’RE JUST JOINING US, WE’RE TALKING ABOUT THE EFFECTS OF TEACHER EXPECTATIONS ON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.  


THIS IS MAYBE THE THIRD OR FOURTH STUDENT TOWN MEETING WE’VE HAD CONCERNING STEREOTYPES & DISCRIMINATION, AND BASED ON OUR PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS IT SEEMS THAT THE PROBLEM IS PERPETUATED BY A LACK OF INTERACTION BETWEEN DIFFERENT GROUPS OF PEOPLE.   SO, I WAS WONDERING, DO YOU THINK TEACHERS’ PERCEPTIONS OF THE VARIOUS KIDS IN THEIR CLASSROOMS WOULD BE DIFFERENT IF THE TEACHERS LIVED IN COMMUNITIES LIKE THOSE IN WHICH THEY WORKED?

Follow-up questions:
· What are some of the things we do to reinforce other people’s perceptions of, or reactions to, us?
· What kinds of expectations do students have for themselves?
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
BREAK #2
     
I’M DAVID GUISTINA AND YOU’RE LISTENING TO WAMC’S YOUTH MEDIA PROJECT: STUDENT TOWN MEETINGS.  WE’RE TALKING ABOUT STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND TEACHER EXPECTATIONS WITH STUDENTS FROM ALBANY HIGH SCHOOL; UALBANY PROFESSOR STACY WILLIAMS; AND ALBANY HIGH TEACHER WARD DALES.

PANEL, HOW CAN TEACHERS HELP STUDENTS RISE ABOVE OR CHANGE - IN A POSITIVE WAY - THE EXPECTATIONS KIDS MAY

HAVE FOR THEMSELVES?

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
CLOSING

 YOU’VE CERTAINLY OFFERED SOME GREAT PERSPECTIVES ON THIS ISSUE TODAY. 

MY SPECIAL THANKS TO THE SENIORS FROM ALBANY HIGH SCHOOL, THEIR TEACHER - WARD DALES, AND PROFESSOR STACY WILLIAMS.  YOU WERE ALL TERRIFIC AND I REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR CANDOR.

I’M DAVID GUISTINA AND YOU’VE BEEN LISTENING TO
WAMC NORTHEAST PUBLIC RADIO’S YOUTH MEDIA PROJECT: STUDENT TOWN MEETINGS, MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH FUNDING FROM THE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION OF AMERICA,THE HOWARD & BUSH FOUNDATION, CARL E. TOUHEY, JACK & CONNIE HUME, AND THE TEN EYCK GROUP INSURANCE AGENTS’ CENTENNIAL AWARD. 

TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT WAMC’S PARTNERSHIP WITH PUBLIC SCHOOLS, CALL OUR EDUCATION DIRECTOR MARYANNE MALECKI AT 518-465-5233 EXT. 135, OR VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.WAMCSTUDENTTOWNMEETINGS.ORG.

OUR THANKS TO THE ENTIRE PRODUCTION STAFF AT THE LINDA NORRIS AUDITORIUM: HOWARD GLASSMAN, EVAN CROEN, 

ADAM CLAIRMONT, & COLIN BOBBITT.

THANK YOU ALL FOR LISTENING.
