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Problem:
”America's high schools…were designed for the 20th century's industrial-age economy, when relatively few students needed the kind of higher-order knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in college. Of 100 ninth graders entering high school today, fewer than 70 will graduate, approximately 40 will go directly to college, with only just over 30 prepared for college, and fewer than 20 will graduate from college within six years. These numbers are even lower for poor and minority students. And this underperformance is reflected in international comparisons. One recent study, for example, places the United States 24th out of 29 of the most developed (OECD) nations in terms of math literacy among (15-year old) high school students.”

Tom Vander Ark 

Executive Director, Education 

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
Statement to the Committee on House Education and the Workforce Subcommittee on Education Reform
June 9, 2005

Issue: 

Would students benefit from greater involvement of American businesses in determining high school curricula?
Questions to consider in your thinking, discussions and position paper:
· What criteria does the State Education Department use to determine high school courses and requirements?

· What is the purpose of high school?  

· Most high school curricula have a liberal arts focus. What is a “liberal arts” education?  What is its purpose?  What types of courses are included in a liberal arts program?

· To what degree are businesses currently involved in creating high school curricula?
· How would the involvement of businesses in high school programs affect course offerings?

· How could high schools better prepare students for the workplace?  Is this the job of high schools?
· What is the “school-to-work” movement?

· Would students benefit from a more work-focused curriculum or course of study in high school?

· What qualities do employers seek when hiring?  What skills?  What types of knowledge?
· How quickly do schools respond to change?  In other words, if the needs of the workplace change, how quickly would schools accommodate these changes?
· How do courses in the performing and visual arts contribute to the skills needed to succeed in college and the workplace?
· What advantages are there for businesses to develop partnerships with secondary public schools?  What disadvantages?
· What advantages exist for secondary public schools to develop partnerships with businesses?  What disadvantages?

· What advantages do these partnerships create for students? What disadvantages?

· How does the type or size of the business affect these partnerships?   Things to consider: privately owned vs. publicly held businesses; government agencies or the military; small business vs. mega corporation.

· Would larger businesses and corporations demand greater control of curricula content than smaller companies?

· What is meant by “conflict of interest”?  How does it apply to this issue?

· What happens to academic freedom?  What happens when course content may conflict with corporate policies or actions?

· Would this type of influence extend to financial responsibility and control?

· What agendas might business advance through influence or involvement in secondary public schools?
· Which businesses might make better partners than others?  

STM – January 4, 2007

