                        How to Write a One-Page Project Overview
Before you begin any project or research paper, you will find it helpful to create a Project Overview.  Think of it as your flight plan or road map; it helps you determine where you want to go, what you want to find out, and how you are going to get to your destination.   A Project Overview can be used to plan a tech project; to write an essay; to prepare a research paper; to conduct a science experiment.  It’s a good tool to help you organize your thoughts and ideas.

What does it have to include?

It must have four (4) parts:  

· the Topic;  

· the Research Question(s) you are trying to answer on the topic;  

· the Method and Resources you will use to find information leading toward the answer;  

· the Product - What your project will look like (this helps the person evaluating the work know what to look for).  Each one can be its own paragraph.
_____________________________________________________________

Part #1:

A statement of your topic (one sentence) that includes specific information (for example, the time period, particular group of people, or the geographic region).

Sample: 

	In my project I will study immigration in the Capital Region and the Northeastern United States during the late 1800s and early 1900s.




_______________________________________________________

Part #2:
The problems related to the topic you expect to research.  Remember, problems are written as questions.  Simply put - What do you want to know or learn about this topic?

Sample:  

	Through my research, I want to find out:

· Which groups of people came to live in the Capital Region in the late 1800s and early 1900s?

· Why did they come here to live?

· What happened to them after they got here?  Where did they live?  In what neighborhoods did they settle?  Where did they work?  What kind of jobs did they have?  What education did they have?  What happened to later generations of immigrants?

· Was the experience similar for immigrants from all the countries?  For whom was it different?  Why?




Part #3:

How you plan to get information about the topic; what will you do?

Sample:   

	To find out information about my topic, I plan to read, analyze and compare the census records from the city of Albany, New York from the years 1855, 1892, and 1915.




Part #4:
An explanation of what your project will look like, what you will actually hand in or present to show what you’ve learned.  It should answer the questions you asked in Part #2.

Sample:


	Because I am working alone, my project will be three posters with charts showing the origins, settlement, and occupations of the immigrant groups that came to Albany during the period 1850-1917.




OR:     

	I will be working with two other students.  My group will present a short play dramatizing various immigrant groups, their reasons for coming here, and what happened to them after their arrival.




_______________________________________________________

Put all 4 Parts together into a one-page overview.  Use complete sentences, correct punctuation, spelling, grammar, and capitalization.  Each of your ideas can be its own paragraph.  Don’t forget to hand it in to your teacher.

As you work on your project, refer back to your overview to make certain you stay on track with your information and work.
SAMPLE: completed One-Page Project Overview
My Research Project on Immigration


In my project I will study immigration in Albany, New York and the Northeastern United States during the late 1800s and early 1900s.


Through my research, I want to find out the answers to the following questions: Which groups of people came to live in Albany in the late 1800s and early 1900s?  Why did they come here to live?  What happened to them after they got here?  Where did they live?  In what neighborhoods did they settle?  Where did they work?  What kind of jobs did they have?  What education did they have?  What happened to later generations of immigrants?  Was the experience similar for immigrants from all the countries?  For whom was it different?  Why?  Were any people of my ethnic backgrounds living in the city of Albany during these time periods?  


To find out information about my topic and to learn the answers to my research questions, I plan to read, analyze and compare the census records from the city of Albany, New York from the years 1855, 1892 and 1915.  My social studies teacher has copies of these documents in her classroom.  I will also use the school library, the public library and the Internet for additional information.  I can ask my teachers and the librarians for help locating information if I need it.


I will be completing this research project on my own.  Because I am working alone, my project will be three posters with charts showing the origins, settlement and occupations of the immigrant groups that came to Albany during the period 1850-1917.  I will also write brief paragraphs and captions to explain my charts and other information.  A list of the sources I used for each poster will be on the back of the posters.  

One-Page Project Overview Worksheet

Part #1 – YOUR TOPIC:

A statement of your topic (one sentence) that includes specific information (for instance, about the time period, the geographic region, particular group of people).

	

	

	

	

	


Part #2 – YOUR QUESTIONS 
(the problems to be researched & answered in the project):

What do you want to know or learn about this topic?  Be specific - this will give your research and your project focus, and keep you from wasting time and energy.  You may list your questions.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Parts #3 & 4 are on the NEXT PAGE   ->

Part #3 - YOUR PLAN TO GET INFORMATION (methods & sources):

How do you plan to get information about the topic, and determine the answers to your questions?  
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Part #4 – THE PRODUCT:

An explanation of what your project will look like, what you will actually hand in or present to show what you’ve learned.  It should answer the questions you asked in Paragraph #2.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Congratulations - you’ve done the hardest part!  

Now, use other paper to put all your pieces together into a ONE-PAGE OVERVIEW.  It should look like the SAMPLE Overview, with sentences and paragraphs.

Name __________________________________Date ___________________

Write your complete ONE-PAGE PROJECT OVERVIEW here, using black or blue ink, and submit for approval. 
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