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TEACHER DIRECTIONS & LESSON PLAN – 
CREATING AND USING A POSITION RESEARCH OUTLINE

(NOTE: Several SAMPLE POSITION RESEARCH OUTLINES are included on this CD for your reference.) 
Refer to Lesson Plan: SELECTING A RESEARCH TOPIC

Materials:
· Large pieces of paper from SELECTION activity – containing selected topic and student  generated questions

· Computer – word processor

· Internet access (electronic databases, like LexisNexis and EBSCO are helpful but not necessary)

STEP 1. FRAMING THE ISSUE:
· Refer to the TOPIC SHEET & QUESTIONS for the top-ranked or selected topic.  Use the questions just as they are and begin to frame the issue. 
· Use the selected TOPIC or other related terms as “key words” and do a preliminary Internet search.  Limit your results to articles or information that is fairly current – within 1 or 2 years; using on-line newspapers or LexisNexis Academic Universe helps.  Quickly skim the articles for relevancy to the students’ areas of interest, and determine what additional perspectives need to be incorporated into the research questions.  Save relevant articles for student use (research & discussion).

· Type the students’ questions, correcting grammar, spelling, sentence structure and wording.

· Create additional questions to ensure that students research various perspectives, positions, background/historical information, legislation and court cases, where applicable, etc.  Make certain to include questions that focus on relevant or related curricular or course content. 

· After reviewing all the questions – determine what it is that the students are most interested in learning and discussing about the selected topic.   To what social, political or economic problem is the issue connected?   Which level(s) of government may be involved?  Who or what agencies might be involved in developing or implementing a solution?  
· Develop the PROBLEM paragraph, which will serve as the introduction and setting for the issue.
· Develop the ISSUE question.  Keep it simple and direct.

· Review your completed POSITION RESEARCH OUTLINE for errors, omissions, etc. 

· Duplicate and distribute to students.  This will serve as their research and discussion guide or “flight plan” as they acquire information about their chose issue.  
STEP 2: USING THE OUTLINE TO GUIDE STUDENT RESEARCH & DISCUSSION
· IDENTIFYING KEY WORDS: Review questions with students, and determine, if necessary, some key words that will help locate information via electronic databases available in school LMC or community library.  Another good source for electronic databases that is available in most communities is the local community college.  Using electronic databases directs students toward newspaper and/or journal articles as well as more substantive sources than many found through regular search engines.  Additional resources, such as films, documentaries, news broadcasts, etc. should also be used as available.
· INTERACTIVE READING:  Instruct students to carefully read articles, watch videos and listen to aurally presented information related to chosen issue.  Instruct students to enter terminology, phrases, commentary, plus any questions that may arise from their information gathering on the Student Worksheet – Note-taking: QUOTES & QUESTIONS (basically a T-chart; located on this CD). 
· EVALUATING INFORMATION: Remind students to evaluate web sites, films, etc for accuracy, bias, point of view, reliability and credibility.  English teachers and library media specialists within the school are excellent resources for lesson plans and worksheets that teach and promote media literacy, as is The Center for Media Literacy web site, http://www.medialit.org/.

· DISCUSSING VARIOUS PERSPECTIVES – INTERACTIVE LISTENING:  Even though many students will say they already “know” their opinions on the selected issue, it is important that all students understand and acknowledge various perspectives.  Take one class period and discuss one side ONLY of the selected issue (for instance, “all schools – pubic & private – should require school uniforms”).  Instruct all students to take notes on the discussion using the QUOTES & QUESTIONS T-chart.  During the next class period, discuss ONLY the opposite side.  Instruct students to use their notes from the previous day’s discussion to see how arguments supporting one side may be used as counterarguments for the opposition. Again, use the QUOTES & QUESTIONS chart for note-taking.
· Armed with substantiated information to support and refute either side, students are now ready to develop their PERSONAL POSITON PAPERS (refer to graphic organizer  and SCORING GUIDE on this CD).
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